In the Austral summer of 2014-2015 we surveyed visitors at the popular marine tourism destination of Koombana Bay, Bunbury, Western Australia to investigate resident and visitor attitudes towards the provisioning of the wild dolphins and their knowledge about the legal, social and environmental repercussions arising from the unregulated provisioning of the dolphins. We report the data collected in our survey along with our preliminary statistical analyses and the survey instrument we utilized to collect the data.
Experimental factors
Data collected in a cross sectional survey research design study
Experimental features
Survey opportunistically collected data from visitors engaged in beach orientated summer recreation. We report the survey data for visitor attitudes towards regulated (government licensed) and unregulated provisioning of the wild dolphin population and visitor knowledge about the legal, social and environmental repercussions arising from the unregulated provisioning of the dolphins.
Data source location
Koombana Bay, Bunbury, Western Australia (33.3256°S, 115.6396°E)
Data accessibility
Data reported in body of article.
Value of the data
Data and survey instrument questions can be compared with or inform other studies. Outcomes of statistical analyses highlight trends in data. Provides simple statistical techniques (with exemplars), which may assist other studies. 
Data
We had 116 analyzable questionnaires returned from the 216 we distributed (Females n¼ 80 and Males n ¼36). Numerical data for participant responses to categorical, five point Likert scale and ranking questions appear in Tables 1-7 . Matched letters in a table indicate statistically significant differences or biases in that data, as confirmed by post hoc testing. We also asked participants three 
Experimental design, materials and methods

Rationale for survey site selection
The resident wild population of Indio-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops aduncus) at Koombana Bay in the regional city of Bunbury, Western Australia and the local Dolphin Discovery Centre (DDC) -4] . While visitors can experience the dolphins in regulated encounters coordinated by the DDC, anecdotal evidence suggests that people use private boats to seek out and interact with these wild dolphins on their own terms, which may have a negative impact on the resident dolphin population [1, 5] .
Field data collection
We collected our data on two field trips to Koombana Bay during the Austral summer of 2014-2015 by opportunistically sampling visitors using self-report pencil and paper questionnaires in a cross sectional survey research approach. Our survey instrument appears in Supplementary Material: Appendix 1.
Data analysis
Our data analysis primarily utilises chi-squared analysis of categorical data. We use the Marascuilo Procedure for post-hoc testing when statistically significant differences are identified [6] . We apply the Yates Correction in the instances where frequencies of five (5) or less arose [7] . In relation to participant rankings of the likely effectiveness of educational materials, we report mean rankings with the 95% confidence intervals (95%CI) and median values. All analyses utilise data, formulas and functions entered into Microsoft Excel s 2010 spreadsheets. 
